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WISDOM 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

At the heart of Christianity, which defines much of Western civilization, and 

Buddhism, a driving force in Eastern culture, lies the same basic wisdom.  Both 

Jesus and Buddha focused on the individual, emphasizing that the inner person is 

more vital than the outer image, and that each of us needs to look at our own life 

rather than criticizing others.  They use the same imagery of light and darkness, 

sun and rain, the fruitful and the barren in describing their moral world. 

 

Contemporary scholars searching for the historical Jesus are placing increasing 

emphasis on his role as a first-century sage.  Many of the aphorisms they cite in 

portraying him as a wisdom sayer embody the same advice that Buddha provided 

to his followers five hundred years earlier. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Matthew 13. 31-32 

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 

field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 

shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches. 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Dhammapada 9.7 

Do not underestimate good, thinking it will not affect you.  Dripping water can fill 

a pitcher, drop by drop; one who is wise is filled with good, even if one accumulates 

it little by little. 

 

 

 

 



READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Luke 6. 41-42 

Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your 

own eye?  Or how can you say to your neighbor, “Friend, let me take the speck out 

of your eye,” when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye?  You hypocrite, 

first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 

speck out of your neighbor’s eye. 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

Udanavarga 27.1 

The faults of others are easier to see than one’s own; the faults of others are easily 

seen, for they are sifted like chaff, but one’s own faults are hard to see.  This is like 

the cheat who hides his dice and shows the dice of his opponent, calling attention to 

the other’s shortcomings, continually thinking of accusing him. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

John 8. 4-5 & 7 

They said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing 

adultery.  Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women.  Now what 

do you say?”  He said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.” 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Dhammapada 4.7 

Do not look at the faults of others, or what others have done or not done; observe 

what you yourself have done and have not done. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Luke 11. 34-36 

Your eye is the lamp of your body.  If your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of 

light; but if it is not healthy, your body is full of darkness.  Therefore consider 

whether the light in you is not darkness.  If then your whole body is full of light, 

with no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp gives you 

light with its rays. 



READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Udanavarga 22.4 

As a man with eyes who carries a lamp sees all objects, so too with one who has 

heard the Moral Law.  He will become perfectly wise. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Matthew 6. 25-26 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more than food, and 

the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 

reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not 

of more value than they? 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Dhammapada 7.3-4 

Those who have no accumulation, who eat with perfect knowledge, whose sphere is 

emptiness, signlessness, and liberation, are hard to track, like birds in the sky.  

Those whose compulsions are gone, who are not attached to food, whose sphere is 

emptiness, signlessness, and liberation, are hard to track, like birds in the sky. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Matthew 5. 45 

Your father in heaven makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Sadharmapundarika Sutra 5 

That great cloud rains down on all whether their nature is superior or inferior.  

The light of the sun and the moon illuminates the whole world, both him who does 

well and him who does ill, both him who stands high and him who stands low. 

 

 

 



READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Luke 6. 43-45 

No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; for each 

tree is known by its own fruit.  Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes 

picked from a bramble bush.  The good person out of the good treasure of the 

heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is 

out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks. 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Udanavarga 9.8 

Whatsoever a person commits, whether it be virtuous or sinful deeds, none of these 

is of little import; all bear some kind of fruit. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

Mark 7. 15 

There is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that 

come out are what defile. 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Sutta Nipata 242 

Stealing, deceiving, adultery; this is defilement.  Not the eating of meat. 

 

 

READER 1 (Diana) 

 

John 2. 24-25 

Jesus knew all people and needed no one to testify about anyone; for he himself 

knew what was in everyone. 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Vimalakirtinirdesha Sutra 2 

He was expert in knowing the thoughts and actions of living beings. 

 



READER 1 (Diana) 

 

John 7. 46 

The police answered, “Never has anyone spoken like this!” 

 

 

READER 2 (Brian) 

 

Sutta Nipata 955 

Neither have I seen, nor has anyone heard of such a sweet-tongued master coming 

down from heaven to the midst of the many. 

 


